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To  the  city  the  seducer  lures  his  victim.  To  the  city  women  come  to  hide  their  shame.  The 
city  is  the  great  receiver  of  the  fallen  who  cannot  endure  to  remain  in  the  smaller  towns 
known  to  everybody.  Therefore  the  whole  country  is  responsible  for  the  lost  in  the  city ;  and 
every  effort  to  reclaim  them  should  be  supported  by  all  Christians.  Daily,  numbers  die  ; 
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ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Seventieth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Magdalen 
Society  was  held  at  Rooms  of  the  Asylum,  Twenty-first  and 
Race  streets,  on  Tuesday,  February  14th,  1871,  at  5  P.  M. 

The  President,  Ambrose  White,  occupied  the  Chair, 
and  Thos  A.  Robinson  acted  as  Secretary. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting,  and  the  Trea¬ 
surer’s  Report,  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  was 
read  by  Samuel  R.  Shipley,  and,  on  motion,  was  referred 
to  the  incoming  Board  for  publication. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Officers 
and  Managers,  to  serve  during  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Tellers  appointed  to  receive  the  ballots  reported  the 
unanimous  election  of  Officers  and  Managers. 

On  motion,  the  Society  then  adjourned. 

Immediately  after  the  adjournment,  the  Company  assem¬ 
bled  in  the  large  room  of  the  Institution,  where  the  in¬ 
mates  were  gathered,  for  the  purpose  of  participating  in 
the  usual  anniversary  exercises. 

After  the  singing  of  a  hymn,  and  the  reading  of  the  fifth 
chapter  of  second  Corinthians,  appropriate  addresses  were 
delivered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Bowers,  John  M.  Whitall,  Colson 
Hieskell  and  Samuel  R.  Shipley. 

The  exercises  were  closed  by  Prayer,  singing  of  the  Dox- 
ology,  and  Benediction. 


9^  For  List  of  Officers  and  Managers ,  see  preceding  page. 


SEVENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MAGDALEN  SOCIETY. 

Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting ,  held  Tuesday ,  February  14 th,  1871. 


The  annual  duty  of  rendering  an  account  of  their  stew¬ 
ardship  once  more  devolves  upon  the  Managers  of  the 
Magdalen  Society  of  Philadelphia.  In  the  somewhat  vene¬ 
rable  age  of  three-score  and  ten  years  to  which  the  Institu¬ 
tion  has  now  attained,  it  finds  occasion  for  thankfulness 
that  time  has  not  weakened  its  energies  or  lessened  its  ca¬ 
pacity  for  good.  With  a  ripe  experience  it  can  guard 
against  the  failures  of  the  past,  and  take  new  heart  from 
the  many  evidences  that  God’s  blessing  has,  in  good  degree, 
rested  upon  its  work. 


Number  in  the  Asylum  at  last  report,  -  -  -  31 

Admitted  since, . 35 


Left  the  Asylum  at  their  own  request,  6 

Gone  to  service,  9 

Alms  House, . 1 

Returned  to  friends,  8 

Discharged  for  improper  conduct,  -  5 

Without  permission,  1 


Whole  number  in  the  family, 

6" 


36 
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The  reformation  of  fallen  women,  which  is  the  peculiar 
office  of  the  Society,  has  always  excited  the  liveliest  inter¬ 
est  among  all  lovers  of  their  kind.  Earnest  men  and 
women  have  long  labored  on  behalf  of  these  friendless  ones, 
and  various  schemes  have  been  devised  to  check  an  evil 
which  seems  to  be  sapping  the  very  foundations  of  the  so¬ 
cial  fabric.  In  the  fearful  spread  of  licentiousness  which  is 
evident  in  our  great  cities,  we  can  find  but  little  to  cheer 
and  encourage  us.  The  frequent  return  to  an  evil  course 
of  many  of  this  class  who  have  been  once  rescued,  has  made 
the  work  of  their  reformation  seem  to  many  an  almost 
fruitless  one. 

Sin  in  all  its  forms  is  not  an  outward  blemish  merely, 
but  a  deadly  disease,  poisoning  the  very  springs  of  life,  and 
its  outward  manifestations  are  only  outcroppings  of  the 
hidden  depravity.  The  fountain  which  is  set  open  in  the 
house  of  David  for  all  uncleanness,  is  then  the  sole  resort ; 
the  hand  of  the  Healer  must  be  laid  on  each  of  these  aban¬ 
doned  ones  before  the  cure  is  known.  It  must  be  a  work 
of  Faith,  and  although  the  field  be  an  uninviting  one,  we 
must  enter  in,  and  labor  in  the  full  conviction  that  the 
Lord  of  the  Harvest  works  with  us,  and  that  He  will  per¬ 
fect  the  fruit  to  His  own  eternal  praise.  Fully  realizing 
these  great  truths,  the  Society  has  made  an  earnest  effort 
for  the  conversion  of  those  who  have  come  under  its  care. 
The  instrumentalities  employed  in  its  work  have  this  great 
object  ever  in  view.  Our  comfortable  home,  and  its  cheer¬ 
ful  surroundings,  its  inner  life,  its  employments,  its  school, 
are  all  designed  to  aid  in  the  one  purpose,  and  no  mere  out¬ 
ward  reformation  is  valued,  unless  it  be  the  consequence  of 
that  earnest  prayer  which  the  true  penitent  sends  up : 
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“  Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  and  renew  a  right  spirit 
within  me !” 

We  cannot  avoid  referring  to  one  feature,  which  concerns 
not  only  the  case  of  these  fallen  ones,  but  the  purity  of  our 
whole  Societary  life.  We  refer  to  the  distinction  which  is 
made  between  the  two  sexes  in  the  public  estimate  of  the 
same  sin.  While  one  offender  is  cast  out  from  all  virtuous 
association,  the  other,  and  perhaps  the  more  guilty  of  the 
two,  is  still  allowed  to  pollute  the  social  atmosphere,  and, 
in  many  of  our  so-called  fashionable  circles,  loses  nothing 
in  the  opinion  of  his  associates.  In  many  cases  the  most 
refined  and  cultivated  society  still  opens  its  doors  to  him 
who  has  broken  both  the  divine  and  human  law.  When 
the  virtuous  of  our  land  shall  fitly  realize  the  awful  demo¬ 
ralization  which  exists  among  us,  and  shall  place  the  same 
mark  upon  all  impurity — whether  it  exist  in  man  or  wo¬ 
man — we  may  hope  to  see  some  diminution  in  the  number 
of  our  fallen  sisters.  This  surging  tide  of  evil  will  never 
ebb,  until  man  and  woman  alike  remember  the  awful  de¬ 
nunciations  of  God  against  all  uncleanness,  and  that  they 
who  smile  upon  the  sinner,  countenance  the  sin. 

Our  religious  services  continue  to  be  held  on  the  first 
day  of  the  month,  by  clergymen  and  members  of  the  man¬ 
agement.  At  intervals,  during  the  week,  efforts  for  the 
religious  advancement  of  the  inmates  are  made  by  means 
of  meetings  for  prayer  and  worship.  Common  school  in¬ 
struction  and  ordinary  household  duties  fill  up  a  reasonable 
portion  of  their  time.  Attention  is  paid  to  their  comfort 
and  well  being,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  those  who 
find  a  home  here  appreciate  the  efforts  made  in  their  behalf. 

Our  efficient  Matron,  Ann  McDonald,  with  her  assist- 
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ants,  Christiana  Farnon,  Mary  Ley  an,  and  Martha 
McDonald,  still  continue  to  perform  their  duties  in  the 
House,  and  Ann  J.  Garrett  remains  in  charge  of  the 
school.  To  them,  as  well  as  to  our  friends,  Rev.  Wm. 

V.  Bowers  and  the  Rev.  Alex.  Heberton,  who 
have  conducted  a  large  portion  of  the  religious  ser¬ 
vices,  the  thanks  of  the  Managers  are  due.  Dr.  James 
J.  Levick  and  Dr.  George  Pepper  still  serve  us 
most  acceptably  as  our  Visiting  Physicians,  and  John 

W.  Biddle,  as  Treasurer,  gives  most  valuable  assist¬ 
ance  in  the  financial  conduct  of  the  Institution.  Alex¬ 
ander  Craig  still  remains  with  us  as  Gardener,  and 
renders  efficient  and  faithful  service. 

And  now,  may  we  whose  hearts  have  been  open  to  this 
work  of  love,  take  fresh  courage  and  enter  with  renewed 
zeal  upon  our  labor.  Let  us  remember  the  debt  we  owe 
for  the  added  mercies  of  our  lives,  and  in  all  humility  and 
meekness  do  our  part  towards  lifting  up  the  fallen  ones  for 
whom,  no  less  than  for  ourselves,  Christ  died. 

Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of 
Managers. 

attest,  M.  L.  DAWSON, 

Thomas  A.  Robinson,  Chairman. 

Secretary . 

- o - 

As  an  indication  of  the  good  fruits  of  the  year’s  labors, 
we  print  the  following  letters  received  from  former  inmates, 
to  wit : 

LETTER  No.  1. 

My  Dear  Friends  : 

I  know  not  how  to  thank  you  for  this  kind  home.  I  was 
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left  an  orphan  when  very  young,  and  thrown  upon  this  cold 
world,  friendless,  feeling  that  no  one  cared  for  me,  when 
God,  in  his  all-wise  providence,  directed  my  footsteps  to 
this  dear  and  delightful  home.  What  a  blessing  is  it  that 
God  has  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  Christians  to  open  a  home 
like  this,  for  friendless  ones  like  me.  Our  dear  Matron, 
Miss  McDonald,  and  her  sister,  have  filled  a  mother’s  place 
to  me,  and  Miss  Levan  and  Miss  Martha  have  been  kind 
friends  to  me,  and  done  all  they  can  to  make  me  happy. 
I  have  never  had  so  kind  a  home  since  my  parents  died,  as 
I  have  found  here — indeed,  I  have  spent  my  happiest  days 
here.  Our  kind  teacher,  Mrs.  Garrett,  has  spared  no  pains 
in  her  instructions.  Indeed,  I  can  say  with  all  my  heart, 
that  I  have  been  greatly  benefited,  and  gained  a  great 
deal  of  good  by  coming  here  And  I  hope  and  trust  the 
many  exhortations  I  have  received  here,  from  the  kind  gen¬ 
tlemen  that  visit  us  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  and  through 
the  week,  will  not  be  thrown  away.  Dear  friends,  although 
I  cannot  reward  you  for  your  kindness  to  me,  God  will  re¬ 
pay  you  for  all. 

Respectfully  yours,  L.  F.  S. 

- o - 

LETTER  No.  2. 

My  Dear  Friends  : 

Although  I  have  been  here  but  eighteen  months,  I  want 
to  acknowledge  your  kindness  to  me,  in  giving  me  instruc¬ 
tion  in  holy  things,  and  directing  me  in  the  right  path ;  for 
this  accept  my  heartfelt  thankfulness,  and  I  am  also  grate¬ 
ful  to  our  dear  Matron,  Miss  McDonald,  who  has  been  a 
mother  to  me,  entering  into  my  feelings,  giving  me  always 
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good  advice,  and  to  Mrs.  Farnon,  dear  Miss  Levan  and 
Miss  Martha  who  have  been  truly  kind  to  me.  I  thank  my 
Heavenly  Father  for  this  good  home,  for  here  I  have  found 
a  friend  that  will  not  leave  nor  forsake  me,  and  that  one  is 
Christ.  How  happy  it  makes  me  feel  that  there  is  One 
who  will  hear  the  cries  of  the  penitent  and  the  distressed. 
If  it  is  God’s  will  to  restore  me  to  my  friends  once  more, 
I  will  look  back  to  this  home  as  being  the  place  where  I 
took  the  stand  for  Jesus.  I  ask  an  interest  in  your  pray¬ 
ers,  that  I  may  from  this  time  forth  be  faithful,  for  I  am 
determined,  by  the  grace  of  God,  let  others  do  as  they  will, 
I  will  serve  the  Lord  My  health  has  been  generally  good 
since  I  came  here,  which  I  am  thankful  for.  Once  more 
let  me  say  I  am  so  thankful  for  this  home,  and  good,  kind 
friends,  and  may  God  bless  you  in  your  labors  of  love. 

Ever  thankfully  yours, 

F.  M.  G. 

- o - 

LETTER  No.  3. 

Dear  Friends  : 

Whenever  we  meet  with  those  who  have  done  an  act  of 
kindness  towards  us,  we  like  to  make  an  acknowledgment 
to  them,  in  some  way,  of  gratitude.  And  this,  my  kind 
friends,  is  the  feeling  I  manifest  towards  you,  and  the  Ma¬ 
tron  of  this  benevolent  home.  I  do  not  look  back  with 
any  feelings  of  regret  for  ever  becoming  a  member  of  this 
household,  and  I  am  glad'to  say  during  the  thirteen  years 
of  my  stay  in  this  House,  I  have  had  every  opportunity 
and  encouragement  of  living  a  good  and  upright  life,  and 
also  of  enjoying  the  very  best  of  health. 
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I  have  found  very  dear  and  sympathizing  friends  in 
Miss  McDonald,  her  sister,  and  her  niece,  and  also  Miss 
Levan.  In  the  hour  of  affliction  they  were  the  best,  and 
are  still  the  most  devoted  friends  I  have.  Indeed,  I  have 
reason  to  thank  my  Heavenly  Father  for  this  good  home. 

I  will  now  close  with  many  thanks  to  you  and  other  gen¬ 
tlemen  that  visit  us,  for  all  the  instructions  I  have  received, 
and  should  I  ever  leave  here,  I  trust  that  you  may  see  that 
your  labors  have  not  been  in  vain. 

Ever  gratefully  yours,  A.  It.  E. 

- o - 

LETTER  No.  4. 

Dear  Louisa  : 

I  suppose  you  think  by  this  time,  that  I  never  intended 
to  write  to  you,  but  the  Monday  after  I  wrote  to  Miss 
Levan  we  moved,  and  we  have  been  very  busy  ever  since. 

But  I  have  thought  of  you,  often,  and  of  our  early  morn¬ 
ing  walks,  up  and  down  the  beautiful  yard  surrounding  the 
Home. 

I  would  like  to  see  you  all  so  much. 

By  this  time  you  have  no  doubt  all  had  the  pleasure  of 
welcoming  home  again  our  dear  friend,  Miss  McDonald, 
and  her  sister,  Martha.  I  should  like  to  have  been  there, 
to  join  in  the  welcome. 

I  often  think  of  you  all,  and  sometimes  wish  I  was  back 
again,  in  my  own  little  room,  where  I  could  enjoy  uninter¬ 
rupted  meditation. 

Dear  Louisa,  you  must  not  feel  discouraged  about  not 
going  out,  for  you  will  not  find  a  pleasanter  home  than  you 
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now  have.  Do  as  Miss  McDonald  advises,  then  all  will  be 
well  with  you. 

You  say  you  miss  me  more  on  the  Sabbath  than  at  any 
other  time.  I  am  sorry,  but  you  still  have  the  kind  friends 
who  come  every  Sunday  and  through  the  week  to  teach 
you  of  heavenly  things.  I  would  like  to  hear  them  again. 
But  if  I  never  hear  another  sermon,  and  practise  what  I 
heard  while  there,  it  will  be  well  with  me.  I  trust  in  God 
I  shall  never  forget  the  instruction  there  given. 

Louisa,  I  hope  you  will  take  these  things  you  are  now 
being  taught,  to  your  heart,  lest  at  any  time  you  should  let 
them  slip. 

I  hope  you  still  keep  up  your  readings  in  the  Bible 
every  morning. 

I  must  close;  give  my  love  to  all  the  dear  ladies. 

Louisa,  trust  in  God,  for  he  has  promised  to  be  a  Father 
to  the  orphan,  and  you  are  one.  And  now,  good  bye,  write 
soon.  From  your  friend,  M.  W. 


o  »■  ■»  » 


Donations  are  respectfully  solicited,  and  may  be  sent  to 
John  W.  Biddle,  Treasurer ,  No.  618  Chestnut  street,  or 
to  any  of  the  Managers  of  the  Society. 

TWENTY  DOLLARS  SUBSCRIBED  AT  ONE 
TIME,  CONSTITUTES  A  LIFE  MEMBERSHIP. 


LIFE  CONTRIBUTORS. 


Acker,  James  M. 

Ash,  Joshua  W.,  M.  D 
Ashhurst,  John 
Ashhurst,  Lewis  R. 
Atwood,  John  M. 

Backus,  E.  F. 

Baldwin,  Stephen 
Bartol,  B.  H. 

Beitler,  Joseph 
Benson,  Alexander 
Benson,  Gustavus  S. 
Bettle,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Biddle,  Edward  C. 
Biddle,  John 
Biddle,  William 
Biddle,  John  W. 


Bond,  L.  Montgomery 
Borie,  Adolph  E. 
Borie,  C.  &  H. 
Boswell,  James  J. 
Bowen  &  Fox 
Brown,  David  S. 
Brown,  John  A. 
Brown,  Moses 
Brown,  Lewis  T. 
Brown,  Mary  D. 

Carter,  John  E. 
Charnley,  Wm.  S. 
Childs,  Geo.  W. 

Clark,  C.  H. 

Clark,  E.  W. 

Coates,  Beuj. 
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Coates,  Sarah 
Coates,  Sidney 
Coffin  &  Altemus 
Coffin,  Arthur  G. 

Collins,  Frederick 
Coles,  Mary 
Cope,  Caleb 
Cooper,  Abigail 
Cooper,  Joseph  P. 
Crammond,  Henry 

Davis,  Jno.  C. 

Dawson,  Mordecai  L. 
Derbyshire,  Alexander  J. 
Drexel,  A.  J. 

Ellis,  Charles 
Elwyn,  A.  L  ,  D.  D. 

Farnum,  John 

Gaillard,  James 
Gibbons,  Charles 
Gibson’s  Sons,  Jno. 
Goddard,  Kingston 
Griffits,  Wm.  F. 

Guillou,  Rene 

Hansell,  Wm.  F. 

Harrison  Jos.  Jr. 


Harris,  Joseph  C. 
Hartshorne,  Henry,  M.  D. 
Helmuth,  Henry 
Hockley,  John  F. 

Hodge,  Hugh  L.,  M.  D. 
Houston,  Mary  B. 

Jones,  Samuel  W. 

Klett,  Frederick 
Knorr,  Frederick  E. 

Lake,  Anna 
Larned,  Wm.  H. 

Lea,  Thomas  T. 

Learning,  J.  Fisher 
Lej  ee,  Wm.  R. 

Levick,  James  J.,  M.  D. 
Lewis,  Jno.  T. 

Lewis,  Edwin  M. 
Lippincott,  Aaron  S. 
Longstreth,  Mary  Anna  - 
Longstreth,  Susan 
Longstreth,  Wm.  W. 
Lovering,  Joseph  S. 

Mason,  Samuel 
M’Alister,  John 
M’Donald,  Ann 
M’Kean,  H.  Pratt 
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Midnight,  J.  T. 

Mitchell,  Elijah 
Morton,  Henry  J.,  D.D. 
Morris,  Frederick  W. 

Parrish,  Dillwyn 
Perkins,  Abraham  R. 
Perkins,  Henry 
Potts,  Win.  F. 

Powers,  Thomas  H. 
Purves,  William 
Pardee  A.  &  Co. 

Reeves,  Louis 
Ridgway,  Thomas 
Roberts,  Solomon  W. 

Savage,  Sarah  Chauncey 
Scott,  Thomas  A. 

Scull,  David 
Sherrerd,  Henry  D. 
Shipley,  Samuel  R. 

Starr,  Isaac 
Sturgis,  Robert 


Taber,  Geo. 

Taylor,  Charles 
Thompson,  E.  O. 
Throckmorton,  Jos.  W. 
Tredick,  Benj.  T. 

Tucker,  John 

Vaux,  George 
Vaux,  W.  S. 

$ 

Warrington,  Joseph,  M.  D. 
Welsh,  John 
Wlielen,  E.  S. 

White,  Ambrose 
White,  Rebecca 
Whitall,  John  M. 

Williams,  Henry  J. 
Williams,  Mary  B.  H. 
Wistar,  John,  Jr. 

Wistar,  Dr.  T. 

Wood,  George  B.,  M.  D. 
Wood,  Horatio  C. 

Wood,  Richard 
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Form  of  a  Bequest  of  Personal  Property. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Magdalen  Society  of 

Philadelphia,  and  their  successors ,  the  sum  of 

? 

dollars  towards  promoting  the  objects  of  said  Society. 


FORM  OF  A  BEQUEST  OF  REAL  ESTATE.  : 

I  give  and  devise  to  the  Magdalen  Society  of 
Philadelphia,  or  their  successors,  all  that  (8^*  Here 
describe  the  property),  together  with  the  appurtenances, 
to  hold  to  the  said  Magdalen  Society  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  and  their  successors  forever  for  them,  to  dispose  of 
and  convey  in  any  manner  which  will  promote  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  said  Society. 

? . 
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A  contribution  of  TWENTY  DOLLARS  constitutes  a  Life  Membership.  i 

- » - 


DONATIONS  WILL  BE  THANKFULLY  RECEIVED  BY  ANY  OF 
THE  MANAGERS  OR  THE  TREASURER. 


